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mythology of the Greeks, they identified him with Cronus. In
consequence of this, the story arose that, after his dethronement
by Jupiter, Saturn fled to Italy, where he was hospitably
received by Janus. There he is said to have brought together
the inhabitants, who had hitherto wandered about without any
fixed homes, and to have united them in regular political com-
munities, over which he himself ruled. This was the golden
age. In remembrance of the happy age when men were not yet
troubled by sorrow or need, the Saturnalia were celebrated
durirg three days, beginning from the 17th of December. This
festival, which with changed meaning still continues in the
Carnival of the present day, was celebrated in Eonie with
particularly great splendour. Unbounded festivity reigned
throughout the whole town, and vented itself in every des-
cription of joke and prank. The distinctions of class were
suspended, the courts and schools kept holiday, and the shops
were closed. The chief day was the 19th of December, which
was especially a festive day for the slaves, for on this day there
were practically no slaves in Borne. No services were required
of them, and they were allowed to don the clothes of their
masters and to eat and drink as much as they liked, whilst their
masters waited on them at table. And this custom allowed a
class, otherwise subject to so many afflictions, to forget their
sorrows for at least one day in a year. Wealthy Eomans generally
kept open house on this day, and vied with each other in the
splendour of their hospitalities; and of course a solemn sacrifice
was made to Saturn. The woollen bandages which, during the
greater part of the year, enveloped the feet of his statue in order
that he might not depart without vouchsafing a blessing, were
on this day unloosed, and throughout the night the temple was
illuminated with wax tapers. This festival, which was extremely
popular among the Bomans, was also celebrated with games in
the circus.